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The only surviving footage of the first film 
adaption of the Great Gatsby

http://youtu.be/XGx-78RRu5g
http://youtu.be/XGx-78RRu5g



What were people's overall opinions 
of the Great Gatsby?

When the book first came out, only a very select few actually 
thought highly of it. Critics all over would compare it to his other 
books and short stories and say it didn't compare at all. Some 
explained their disappointment in him because they said he was so 
promising but the Great Gatsby was not his best work.

The Chicago Tribune, H.L. Mencken pronounced it “no more than 
a glorified anecdote, and not too probable at that…. Certainly not to 
be put on the same shelf with, say, This Side of Paradise” (Reach, 5)



 "Altogether is seems to us this book is a minor 
performance. At the moment, its author seems a 
bit bored and tired and cynical.  There is no 
ebullience here, nor is there any mellowness or 
profundity. For our part, The Great Gatsby 
might just as well be called Ten Nights on Long 
Island." (Reach, 6)

Reach. Kirsten. "Ten nights on Long Island: the 
Great Gatsby's early reviews". Mhpbooks.Web. 
13 Sept, 2015



While most reviews were negative, some loved his 
work and thought he was one of the best writers of his 
time.

  "A curious book, a mystical, glamorous story of today. 
It takes a deeper cut at life than hitherto has been 
enjoyed by Mr. Fitzgerald. He writes well-he always 
has-for he writes naturally, and his sense of form is 
becoming perfected." (Clark, 4)

Clark. Edwin. "Scott Fitzgerald looks into middle 
age". Nytimes.Web. 13 Sept, 2015.



Were the reactions of people 
positive or negative?

During the time period of the Great Gatsby there were a 
lot of things going on. For example, women had been given 
the right to vote which ignited the idea of feminism. Also 
World War I had just ended which causes for a celebration. 
People resorted to lots of drinking, parties, bootlegging, and 
smoking.  Though when Fitzgerald expressed this behavior 
in his book, people were outraged. They did not appreciate 
how they were being portrayed in his book. 



This is a summary of Jay Gatsby one of the main 
characters in the book: "Jay Gatsby, a fabulously rich 
racketeer whose connections outside of the law are only 
guessed at... becomes obsessed with a need for making more 
and more money. Much of his time is spent in trying to 
impress, and become accepted by, other rich people. He 
gives lavish parties for people he knows nothing about 
and most of whom he never meets." (Delany 2) As you can 
tell Fitzgerald did a pretty good job of describing the 
actions of the people in this time period. He included 
parties, flappers, drinking and much more, but that was 
not appreciated by the people of this time. 



"To make Gatsby really Great, you ought to have given us 
his early career (not from the cradle-but from his visit to 
the yacht, if not before) instead of a short resume of it. 
That would have situated him & made his final tragedy a 
tragedy instead of a fait divers for the morning 
papers." (Wharton 1) This was a part of a letter written 
by Edith Wharton to Fitzgerald on June 8th 1925



What kind of people were there?

In the 1920's the people living were very free spirited and 
didn't really care what people thought about them, but when 
they read The Great Gatsby, the people living at the time felt 
that the book was talking about them.  The reaction they had 
was the feeling of anger because the book was saying that 
people were criminals since in the book, all that Jay Gatsby's 
wealth was because of organized crime witch people felt that 
the book was saying that they were criminals.



In the article that I read, it said " Fitzgerald's 
discreet allusions to the organized crime culture 
witch was the source of Gatsby's fortune."

This article is about the novel.  For the film, TV  
and opera adaptations, see The Great Gatsby

Bachelor, Bob.  "Gatsby: The Cultural History of 
the Great American Novel".  Wikipedia.Web.  15 
Sept, 2015 


