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Why are the 1920s 
referred to as the 

Roaring 20s? 

"The emphasis on having fun and 
spending money has led to the 1920s 
being called the Roaring Twenties."  

(BBC Par.2)



Roaring 20s 

     "During the 1920s, many Americans had extra money to spend, and they spent it on consumer 
goods such as ready-to-wear clothes and home appliances like electric refrigerators. In particular, 
they bought radios." (History.com Staff  Par.  3)  

     While consumerism in the U.S. was at an all time high other things were happening around the 
country, such as the flapper. Flappers not only had a unique lifestyle for the time but they also had a 
unique look. "The flapper had an unmistakable look. The long locks of  Victorian women lay on the 
floors of  beauty parlors as young women cut their hair to shoulder length. Hemlines of  dresses rose 
dramatically to the knee." ( Independence Hall Association Par. 4)  

      Another major event that occurred in the 1920s was prohibition. The 18th amendment banned 
the manufacturing and sale of  intoxicating liquors. The liquor trade then went " underground " 
being ran by bootleggers, racketeers and other organized crime figures such as Al Capone. 



Roaring 20s Crash Course 



What was the 
American Dream 

in the 1920s?

“...a land in which life should be better 
and richer and fuller for everyone, with 

opportunity for each according to ability or 
achievement...regardless of  the fortuitous 

circumstances of  birth or position." 



American Dream 

American investors define the American Dream as “The belief  
that anyone, regardless of  where they were born or what class 
they were born into, can attain their own version of  success in a 
society where upward mobility is possible for everyone” and 
believe that “The American dream is achieved through sacrifice, 
risk-taking and hard work, not by chance." 

The American Dream is the opportunity to achieve your goals no 
matter what class you were born into and what kind of  social 
status you have. It means you can be just as good and just as 
successful as anyone else as long as you put in the effort and work 
hard enough for it.
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