
Unit 5 Summative Assessment:  Persuasive / Argumentative Writing 
Standard & 

Skill 
No Mastery Partial Mastery AM Mastery Exceptional 

WS1a 
(Introduction, 
precise claim, 
organization) 

Claim is unclear; alternate or 
opposing claims are not introduced 
nor addressed; argument lacks 
organization. 

Introduction of claim is partially clear, 
while some alternate or opposing 
claims are introduced, but not 
effectively distinguished; partial areas 
of argument are organized, while others 
remain obscure. 

 Introduces a precise claim, 
distinguishes the claim from alternate 
or opposing claims, and creates an 
effective organization.  

Creatively introduces precise claim, 
distinguishes the claim from alternate or 
opposing claims, and creates an effective 
organization that coherently establishes 
clear relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

WS1b 
(Development 
of evidence 
for claim, 
counterclaim) 

Argument lacks development of 
claim and counterclaim(s); no 
evidence is supplied. 

Partially develops claim and 
counterclaim(s), supplying evidence 
inconsistently (missing either literature 
or nonfiction).  

 Develops claim and counterclaim(s) 
fairly, supplying evidence for each 
(from both literature and nonfiction). 

Thoroughly develops claim and 
counterclaim(s) consistently, supplying 
evidence for each (from both literature and 
nonfiction) in a creative and publishable 
manner. 

WS1c 
(Transitions, 
Links to claim 
and 
counterclaim) 

Argument does not use words, 
phrases, and clauses (the Harris 
Moves are absent ) to link the major 
sections of the argument; argument 
is unclear, and the claim, reasons, 
evidence, counterclaim(s) seem 
unrelated or are altogether missing. 
 

Partially uses words, phrases, and 
clauses (the Harris Moves may be used, 
but inconsistently ) to link the major 
sections of the argument; partial areas 
are cohesive while others are unclearly 
attached, and the relationships between 
claim, reasons, and evidence, and 
between claim and counterclaim(s) are 
sometimes obscure. 

 Uses words, phrases, and clauses (the 
Harris Moves ) to link the major 
sections of the argument, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim, reasons, and evidence, 
and between claim and counterclaim(s). 
  

Uses collegiate words, phrases, and 
clauses (the Harris Moves ) to link the 
major sections of the argument, create 
clever unity, and solidify the relationships 
between claim, reasons, and evidence, and 
between claim and counterclaim(s) in a 
publishable manner. 
  

WS1d 
(Formal style, 
tone) 

Does not establish a formal style 
and objective tone; does not attend 
to the norms and conventions of the 
discipline of persuasive/ 
argumentative writing (propaganda 
techniques are missing). 
 

Attempts to establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective tone, but 
often writes informally and/or casually; 
only partially attends to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline of 
persuasive/argumentative writing 
(propaganda techniques are not clearly 
utilized). 

 Establishes and maintains a formal style 
and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the 
discipline of persuasive/argumentative 
writing (including the use of 
propaganda techniques). 
 
 

Establishes and maintains a collegiately 
pronounced style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline of persuasive/argumentative 
writing (including the use of a variety of 
propaganda techniques) in a publishable 
manner. 
  

WS1e 
(Supportive 
concluding 
statement) 

Argument leads to no concluding 
statement; incomplete. 
 

Attempts to provide a concluding 
statement, but it only partially follows 
from the argument presented; does not 
offer support. 

 Provides a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 
 

Provides a clever, creative, and convincing 
concluding statement or section that 
follows from and solidifies the argument 
presented. 

WS5 
(Audience, 
Purpose, 
Revision, 
MLA format) 

Does not develop or strengthen 
argument as needed by planning and 
revising; does not edit for (or does 
not attempt to use) proper MLA 
formatting conventions; writing 
contains no focus on addressing a 
specific purpose and audience.  

Partially develops argument by 
planning, but does not always revise or 
edit for proper MLA formatting 
conventions; writes with only partial 
focus on addressing specific purpose 
and audience.  
 

 Develops and strengthens argument as 
needed by planning, revising, editing 
for proper MLA formatting 
conventions, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.  

Develops and strengthens argument as 
needed by thorough planning, meticulous 
revising, editing for publishable 
application of MLA formatting 
conventions, and clearly addresses what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  

 
*APPROACHING MASTERY HAS ELEMENTS OF BOTH PARTIAL MASTERY AND MASTERY   


